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Social Studies 

Prior to the school year, teachers in grades 3-5 
and 6-8 shifted their philosophy for teaching 
social studies, relying more on the “doing” of 
history through inquiry-based methods rather 
than teacher-directed lessons. Teachers created 
add-ons to their current curriculum that 
infused this thinking into the work they were 
currently doing. 

Additionally, teachers in grades 5-8 now have 
access to the Discover TechBook for Social 
Studies, which serves as their primary text 
resource. Within the TechBook, Discovery has 
embedded mountains of resources for students 
to explore and investigate.

Going forward, the district will continue to 
push our students to engage in “thinking like 
an historian” through the use of inquiry-based 
methods.

Professional Development in Social 
Studies
Throughout the 2015-16 school year, our social 
studies teachers have been immersed in professional 
learning with the help of Nancy McGuire, a 
consultant who specializes in utilizing primary 
source documents and inquiry-based methods. They 
have each met with her twice this year. Additionally, 
teachers in grades 5-8 received training in the 
beginning of the year with the Discovery TechBook 
for Social Studies. 
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ELA 

As with the 2014-15 School year, we continued 
with our transition to the Reading and Writing 
Workshop Philosophy in Grades 3-8, adding 
the initial implementation in grades K-2. 

In grades 3-8, year two of the new curriculum 
saw tremendous growth in the volume of 
student reading and writing, as well as a shift 
in attitude toward undertaking both tasks. In 
grades K-2, the shift away from a basal reader 
toward student selection of text based on their 
independent reading level is a significant 
instructional change for teachers, and they 
have made outstanding strides in this area. 

Additionally at the K-2 level, we have 
implemented a phonics-based word study 
program called Fundations, which aims to 
teach students how to construct words based 
on rules and letter sounds. 

Going forward, we will continue to work with 
our Literacy Coach and our Reading and 
Writing Workshop Consultants to support our 
teachers in this work. From a curriculum 
standpoint, we will be working with the 
3rd-5th Grade teachers to create new 
curricular units for Reading due to an updated 
group of units made available by Heinemann. 
That work will be done in June and July and be 
ready for Board adoption in the Fall of 2016.

Professional Development in ELA
Our job-embedded professional development in 
Language Arts continued this year at each school 
with the addition of Literacy Coach Lauren 

Crispino. Mrs. Crispino’s role to push-in to 
classrooms and model lessons, help assess students, and 
provide resources for classroom teachers in the 
workshop model at both Lawrence and Wantage 
Schools has been invaluable. Her work, in addition 
to our continued work with our outside consultants, 
continues to provide our teachers with top-quality 
professional learning. 

In Wantage and the Middle School, we continued to 
work with Kirsten Widmer for reading and Karen 
Caine for writing. At Lawrence, Tonia Percy 
consults on both reading and writing. All three are 
experts in the Workshop model and have been trained 
at the Teacher’s College Reading and Writing Project 
at Columbia University. Their work has lifted the 
level of instruction of our faculty tremendously and 
faculty reviews have been more than favorable.

Mathematics 

Currently we are revising our Math curriculum 
from K-8 with colleagues from the region 
(Frankford, Lafayette, and High Point), but 
much work has already been done in concert 
with our Math Coach over the last two years. 

With the shift to the Common Core in 2010, 
and the subsequent move to PARCC in 2014, 
our teachers and our Math Coach began 
analyze the textbook units as they relate to the 
PARCC expectations. Most of the units in 
grades 3-8 have been reshaped to focus on 
what PARCC prioritizes, and this has forced 
teachers to adopt new pedagogies that involve 
helping students understand math from the 
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concrete to the pictorial, and eventually to the 
abstract. 

Moving forward, the regional curriculum will 
be updated and ready for adoption by the 
board in the Fall of 2016. 

Professional Development in 
Mathematics
As with ELA, we are committed to creating job-
embedded professional learning opportunities for our 
faculty, and the work of Math Coach Carol Speck 
has allowed this to become a reality this year. Mrs. 
Speck pushes into classrooms at both Wantage and 
the Lawrence School daily, providing model lessons 
and techniques for teachers, assessing entire classes 
through benchmark exams, and creating resources for 
our teachers to utilize with students. 

This past year we continued our partnership with 
Conquer Mathematics from Fairfield, NJ, where our 
teachers were exposed to more highly effective 
mathematical practices.

Science 

The 2015-16 school year saw the movement of 
the district to the Next Generation Science 
Standards. With this shift, our science classes 
took on an entirely new look. These standards 
place an emphasis on inquiry and process 
thinking and allowing students to recognize 
patterns across the sciences to connect their 
learning to other disciplines within science, 
like engineering, mathematics and computer 
science. 

In the Middle School, grades 6 and 7 were 
completely revised and the curriculum 
approved in October of 2015; grade 8 will be 
completed this summer with Board approval 
slated for Fall 2016. Each grade will now focus 
on a particular aspect of Science rather than 
spiraling through all of them: 6th Earth and 
Space Science, 7th Life Science, 8th Physical 
Science. Each grade will also focus on a 
particular strand of engineering.

In the elementary schools, 
grades K-4 were revised this 
past summer and Board 
approved in October 2015. 
Each grade level consists of 
three to four units of study 
within science, with each 
grade level focusing on all four 
core areas of science: Earth, 
Space, Life, and Physical 
Sciences. Grade Five will be 
written this summer and 
approved in the Fall of 2016. 

Professional Development in Science
During the transition to the NGSS, we felt it 
imperative to help our faculty at all levels 
understand the tremendous shifts teaching under 
these new standards would bring. Dr. Djanna Hill 
from William Paterson University worked with K-8 
teachers on four occasions this year and helped them 
create hands-on, minds-on labs and lessons, as well as 
helped them interpret the standards in a meaningful 
way as they implemented the curriculum. 
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Additionally, to begin the year, teachers in grades 3-8 
were trained by representatives from Discovery 
Education in how to use the Discovery TechBook. 

STEAM 

Beginning with the 2014-15 School Year, 
students at Sussex Middle School had the 
opportunity to choose STEM classes to take 
during their Focus Period. In each grade level 
students had four options to choose from 
ranging from Humanities-based courses to 
math-heavy courses. Each year, students could 
choose two courses from the four offered at 
their grade level and the administration did 
their best to accommodate student choice. 
This year, after soliciting feedback from both 
students and teachers, we have reshaped our 
offerings for the 2016-17 school year. 

Added to the mix for next year are the 
following:

• 7th Grade: 

• Biodiversity

• Digital Design with Photography

• 8th Grade

• Digital Moviemaking

• Forensic Science

The curriculum work for these classes is slated 
to occur during the summer with these new 
courses slated for Board approval in the Fall of 
2016.

Additionally, we are moving to a marking 
period-based schedule for STEAM courses 
which would allow students to take all four 
offerings per year in their respective grade 
levels. 

Professional Development in STEAM
Our teachers have participated in in-house 
professional development this year in the form of 
peer-to-peer learning on district in-service days, as 
well as attending the NJECC Annual conference this 
year. Opportunities for further professional learning 
are always being sought. 

As we move into preparing for next year’s additions 
to the program, we will be actively seeking 
opportunities for our STEAM teachers to attend 
workshops and conferences in the areas of digital 
media, forensics, and biology. 

World Languages 

Our World Language curriculum was updated 
to reflect changes in the NJCCCS for World 
Language during the 2014-15 school year. We 
added a part-time teacher of Spanish at the 
Lawrence School this year to assist in building 
our students’ capacity for language learning. 

Professional Development in World 
Language
The three Spanish teachers from the district have 
had the opportunity to articulate at several points 
this year. Going forward, we will be looking to 
continue to work within the region (Frankford, 
High Point, and Lafayette) to solidify our students 
exposure to World Languages. 
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Visual and Performing Arts 

Our Visual and Performing Arts Curriculum 
was updated to reflect changes in the NJCCCS 
for Visual and Performing Arts during the 
2014-15 school year. The teachers working on 
the curriculum made some much-needed 
updates to their scope and sequence. 

Professional Development in Visual and 
Performing Arts
Several of our Visual and Performing Arts faculty 
have attended state conferences in their field during 
this school year, and have brought back innovative 
practices for their classrooms. Additionally, several 
teachers have shared their learning with the entire 
department during our in-service days throughout 
the year.  Going forward, we look to continue to 
encourage them to attend these conferences and 
workshops.

Health and Physical Education 

During the 2015-16 school year we introduced 
Project Adventure to the Health and Physical 
Education curriculum and in grades K-2 it has 
become an integral part of their week to 
augment their regular Health and PE times 
during the week. 

Professional Development in Health and 
Physical Education
Our Health and Physical Education faculty have 
also attended state conferences within their field this 
year and the knowledge gained from these experiences 
has had a positive effect on their work. 

Additionally, we began this year with a trainer from 
Project Adventure working with the entire Health 
and Physical Education Department as well as the 
School Counselors for a two-day workshop. The two 
days required them to be hands-on as they 
participated in the same type of activities students 
would have participated in. The feedback from this 
day was very positive, and the implementation of 
PA practices, especially at the Lawrence School has 
gone very well. 
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